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Is willing to grant your minor demands. But he is not ready to repeal
the Asiatic Act or to amend the Immigrants' Restriction Act. He also
refuses to remove the colour bar which has been set up in the law of
the land. General Smuts is of the same mind as General Botha, and
this is their final offer. If you ask for more you will only be inviting
trouble for yourself as well as for your people."
Sheth Haji Habib accepting the proposals said in Gujarati : "I do
not like the community to suffer any more. The party I represent
constitutes the majority of the community, and it also holds the major
portion of the community's wealth."
Gandhi translated the colleague's sentences word by word to Lord
Ampthill and then on behalf of the satyagrahis he said: "My col-
league is right when he says that he represents a numerically and
financially stronger section. The Indians for whom I speak are com-
paratively poor and inferior in numbers, but they are resolute unto
death. They are fighting not only for practical relief but for principle
as well. We have an idea of General Botha's might, but we attach still
greater weight to our pledge, and, therefore, we are ready to face the
worst in the act of abiding by it. We will be patient in the confidence
that if we stick to our solemn resolution, God, in whose name we have
made it, will see to its fulfilment."
It was during this visit to England that Gandhi met leaders of the
suffragate campaign. He took keen interest in all their work, and
learnt much of the value and methods of passive resistance from
some of the British women. In particular, he thought highly of Mrs.
Pankhurst and Mrs. Despord. He expressed regret that a militant
section should have been active and that it should have resorted to
methods of violence. "They have their own weapon. Why should
they copy the evil ways of men?"
Gandhi wore in London the conventional dress of an English gentle-
man—a silk hat, well-cut coat, smart shoes and socks, and for dress
occasions he donned starched shirt and collar, tail-coat and waist-
coat. He stayed at the Westminster Palace Hotel, catering for good
middle-class clientele and visiting politicians from overseas.
Just as he loved offering hospitality in South Africa, so too he loved
to offer it in London. The hospitality was of the simplest kind. Often
a dozen friends and visitors would meet by invitation in his private
sitting-room at lunch-time. The table in the centre, normally covered
with a velvet cloth, would now be covered with newspapers and piles

